Welcome to Worship with Church of the Pilgrims
Sunday, April 21, 2024 11:00 a.m.

We are pilgrims, together on a spiritual journey, trusting God to show us the way.

We welcome you to come and seek, to study and question, to pray and sing, and to worship and wonder.
We’re trying to be safe right now, so if you’re in the sanctuary, we recommend wearing a mask and
practicing social distancing. And if you’re online, be sure to say hello in the chat!

*Please stand, in body or in Spirit, when indicated.
GATHERING

Prelude “Nocturne” from A Midsummer Night's Dream Felix Mendelssohn

*Call to Worship (Adapted from Acts 17 and 1 Thessalonians 1)
One: Grace and Peace to all of you.
Many: And world-turning, radical love to you!
One: Siblings, you are loved by God.
Many: And we follow the way of Jesus!

One: Your faith drives your work, your effort comes always with love, and your perseverance is
inspired by the hope Jesus has shared with you.

Many: By the power of the Spirit, we endeavor to be Christ’s witnesses and tell God’s story.
One: God’s message rings out, from you, from this place, through all the world.
Many: We cast our hope on God’s message of love.

One: Come friends, in hope and in faith, with grace and with peace, let’s meet God’s love right
here.

Many: Let us worship our God!
*Hymn #250 In the Bulb There is a Flower
Words of Welcome

Opening Prayer (Unison)

Holy God, we gather together this day, seeking your wisdom, clinging to your faith, and
resting in your welcome. Notice us here. Remove any wrong, forgive any trespass, heal all
brokenness. Find us in this moment and fill our eager hearts with your justice, hope, and
love. Amen.

Peace May the peace of God be with you all. And also with you.
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

Anthem #267 Come, Christians, Join to Sing
Scripture Readings 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 and Acts 17:1-9



Sermon

Hymn #320 The Church of Christ In Every Age

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE

Offering and Announcements e
o . . . Bl
You can share with Pilgrims and our community by leaving a donation in the basket on AT
the communion table or give online either by scanning the QR code, visiting our
website at www.churchofthepilgrims.org or texting “PILGRIMS” to 73256. [ElrrEr

*Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Closing Song #607 Praise God for Whom All Blessings Flow
*Benediction
Postlude “Allegro moderato” from Voluntary in G Major George Berg

Thank you for joining us for worship today.
You are invited to stay after worship for a time of fellowship in the sanctuary.

Participating in today’s worship service: Shelly Ver Ploeg, Liturgist;

Flanny Flanigan, tech volunteer; Dan Shore, music; Erin Counihan, preaching
All music used with permission. OnelLicense A-740576.

If you’re looking for more information on our ministry and how to get involved, please visit us
online at www.churchofthepilgrims.org or contact Pastor Erin at erin@churchofthepilgrims.org.

Chich r . Church of the Pilgrims Rev. Erin Counihan, Pastor

. /| 2201 P Street, NW, Dr. Dan Shore, Interim Music Director
of the || Washington, DC 20016 www. churchofthepilgrims.org
Pilerimsi 202-387-6612
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In the Bulb There Is a Flower 250

Hymn of Promise
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1 In the bulb there is a flow - er;

in the seed, an ap-ple tree;
2 There’s a song

in ev-ery si- lence, seek-ing word and mel-o - dy;

3 In our end is our be-gin-ning; in our time, in-fin-1i - ty;
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in co-coons, a hid-den prom -ise: but - ter-flies will soon be free!
there’s a dawn in ev-ery dark-ness, bring-ing hope to you and me.
in our doubt there is be - liev - ing; in our life, e - ter-ni - ty.
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In  the cold and snow of win - ter there’s a spring that waits to be,
From the past will come the fu - ture; what it holds, a

mys-ter -y,
In our death, a res-ur-rec-tion; at the last, a

vic - to - ry,
(G) (Em) (D) (Bm) (Em) (A7) (D)
Bb Gm F Dm Gm Cc7 F
_ILQID — J\’ff I. I —— '
d @ . L |

un - re-vealed un-til its sea - son, some-thing God a-lone can see.

The writing of this hymn was spurred by a line from the poet T. S. Eliot: “In my end is my beginning.”
Shortly after this piece was completed, the author/ composer’s husband was diagnosed with what proved to
be a terminal malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral.

TEXT and MUSIC: Natalie Sleeth, 1986

PROMISE
Text and Music © 1986 Hope Publishing Company 8.7.8.7.D



JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

267 Come, Christians, Join to Sing
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1 Come, Chris-tians, join to sing: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
2 Come, lift your hearts on high: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
3 Praise yet our Christ a-gaint Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
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Loud praise to Christ our King: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
Let prais - es  fill the sky: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
Life shall not end the strain: Al-le-lu-ial A - menl!
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Let all, with heart and voice, be - fore his throne re - joice;
He is our guide and friend; to us he’ll con - de-scend;

On  heav-en’s bliss - ful shore  his good-ness we’'ll a - dore,
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praise is his gra-cious choice: Al -Ile - lu - ia! A - men!
his love shall nev - er end: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
sing - ing for - ev - er - more: Al-le-lu-ial A - men!
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Like many other hymns of praise, this text was originally addressed to children but has been embraced by
adults as well. Although the tune’s repetitive elements suggest folk origins (possibly with alternating groups
of singers), no specific source has been identified.

TEXT: Christian Henry Bateman, 1843 MADRID
MUSIC: Spanish folk melody; arr. Benjamin Carr, 1824; harm. David Evans, 1927 6.6.6.6.D
Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press



THE CHURCH

320 The Church of Christ in Every Age
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1 The church of Christ in ev - ery age, be - set by
2 A - cross the world, a - cross the street, the vic - tims
3 Then let the ser - vant church a - rise, a car - ing
4 For  Christ a - lone, whose blood was shed, can cure the
5 We have no mis - sion but to serve in full o -
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change but Spir - it - led, must cdaim and test its
of in - jus - tice cry for  shel - ter and for
church that longs to  be a part - ner in  Christ’s
fe - wver in our blood, and teach  us how to
be - dience to our Lord: to care for all, with -
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her - i -tage and keep on ris - ing from the dead.
bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ's hu - man i -ty
share our bread and feed the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out  re-serve, and spread Christ'slib - er - at - ing word.
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In this challenging text by a British Methodist minister, the odd-numbered stanzas develop the image of
“the servant church,” while the second surveys the many needs and the fourth describes the true source of

strength for the task.

TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1969
MUSIC: William Knapp, 1738
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company
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All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from Whom

Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise Christ, all peo-ple
=i
4 . o
7 I = |
I I I Pay 1 | |
| ! | e I '
TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988 OLD HUNDREDTH
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551 LM
Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg
SERVICE MUSIC
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here Dbe - low; praise Ho -ly Spir - it ev - er - more;
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praise Tri - une God, whom we a - dore. A - men.
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